American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology, Inc.
A Member Board of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS)

Irregular Behavior, Including Unethical Behavior of Candidates

The Board believes that the ethics, conduct, and behavior of its diplomates and candidates for certification
are relevant and important. The following rules apply:

1. Submission of false and/or fraudulent credentials or application information is impermissible. Any
physician who obtains, attempts to obtain, or assists another person to obtain certification,
recertification, or maintenance of certification by deceptive means, including but not limited to
submitting or assisting another person to submit to the Board any application, credential, licensure
information, or other information or documentation that contains a material misstatement,
misrepresentation, or omission will be deemed to have violated this rule. Any physician who violates
this rule will be subject to all available disciplinary actions, including but not limited to legal action
by the Board, certificate revocation, invalidation of examination results, and/or will be cause for the
Board’s refusal to admit a candidate to examination for up to five years.

2. Physicians must accurately represent their certification status at all times. This includes descriptions
in curriculum vitae, advertisements, publications, directories, business cards, letterheads, and oral
representations. Diplomates with expired time-limited certificates may not claim Board certification
and must revise all descriptions of their qualifications accordingly. Physicians may not manufacture,
modify, reproduce, distribute, or use fraudulent or otherwise unauthorized ABPN certificates or
other documents; falsely claim to be certified by the ABPN; misrepresent their ABPN certificate
status; otherwise use ABPN certificates or other documents in violation of trademark and/or
copyright laws; or assist another to do any of the above. Any physician who violates this rule will be
subject to all available disciplinary actions, including but not limited to legal action by the Board,
certificate revocation, invalidation of examination results, and/or will be cause for the Board’s
refusal to admit a candidate to examination for up to five years.

3. The performance of all physicians taking an examination will be monitored. Test center personnel
will notify the Board of any candidate that appears to give or receive assistance or otherwise
engages in dishonest, disruptive, or other irregular behavior during the examination. Scores on
examinations (computer-administered and/or oral) will be invalidated for any irregular behavior.
Statistical analyses may be used to confirm suspected cheating. If an examination score is
invalidated, the candidate may submit a written appeal within 30 days of notice of invalidation. (See
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Examination Procedures section for the appeal procedures.) If an examination score is invalidated
because of irregular behavior, depending on the irregular behavior, the Board will: not consider the
candidate for examination for a period of up to five years; revoke any current certificates; and/or
may bring legal action against the candidate. A new completed application, a current application
fee, and an examination fee will be required when and if such a candidate is allowed to apply for an
examination.

4. lIrregular behavior is any behavior that undermines, disrupts, or threatens the safety, integrity, or
validity of the certification process and/or examination of the Board, whether it occurs before,
during, or after an examination.

Irregular behavior shall include but is not limited to the following conduct:

o Impersonating an examinee or engaging someone else to take the examination by proxy

o Taking or attempting to take an examination without being authorized by the ABPN to sit
for the examination

o Copying or attempting to copy answers from another candidate’s examination

o Knowingly permitting or assisting another candidate to copy one’s answers on an
examination

o Knowingly assisting another candidate, in any way, with an examination
o Viewing or attempting to view a computer screen other than one’s own
o Having or seeking access to examination materials before the examination

o Unauthorized possession, reproduction, replication, copying, or disclosure of examination
materials or content, at any time, including but not limited to memorizing examination
materials for use, distribution, or disclosure

o Posting and/or discussion of examination content and/or answers, including but not
limited to the Internet

o Use of audio, visual, or other equipment to record any part of an examination

o Offering any financial or other benefit to any director, officer, employee, proctor,
diplomate, or other agent or representative of the Board in return for any right, privilege,
or benefit that is not granted by the Board to other similarly situated candidates or
persons

o Not complying with proctors’ or examiners’ instructions

o Disregarding or violating time limits
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o Possessing, acquiring, and/or assisting another to acquire unauthorized materials during
an examination (e.g., including but not limited to food, drink, cellular phones, pagers,
PDAs, recording devices or other electronic devices, photographic materials, books, study
material, reference material, or personal belongings)

o Making or receiving telephone calls during an examination

o Any other form of behavior that disrupts, threatens, offends, insults, assaults, or impedes
any other examinee, the examination process, any proctor or other representative of the
ABPN, including but not limited to repeated or excessive verbal complaints

o Any other behavior that may cast doubt on the examination results or those of another
person

o Leaving the testing center’s building during a test section

5. Notification of any Board disciplinary action may be sent to legitimately interested third parties,
including the American Medical Association, state medical societies, medical licensing boards, and
appropriate specialty societies.
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