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Frequently Asked Questions about the CC Program 

What is the ABPN Continuing Certification (CC) Program? 

Continuing Certification (CC) is an initiative of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) aimed at insuring that 

physician specialists, certified by one of the 24 member boards of the ABMS, offer quality patient care through an ongoing 
process of self-improvement. CC entails four basic requirements: Professionalism and professional standing; Continuing 

Medical Education (CME), Self-Assessment (SA) and Patient Safety; Assessment of knowledge, judgment and skills; and 
Improvement in Medical Practice (PIP).   

ABPN has designed its CC requirements so that its diplomates can document for the public, their patients, and the 
organizations that employ, credential, and/or pay them that they have acceptable professional standing, that they have the 

competence to provide quality patient care, and that they are actively engaged in quality improvement and performance 
improvement activities. 

When does the CC process begin? 

Diplomates who pass an ABPN examination in 2012 or later (initial certification and/or recertification) are automatically 
enrolled in the Continuing Certification (CC) Program after achieving board certification. A diplomate should log into 

his/her ABPN Physician Portal account at www.abpn.com/physicianportal to view and manage his/her CC Program 

requirements. 

Is participation in the CC Program mandatory? 

While Board certification is voluntary, participation in the CC Program is required to maintain certification for diplomates 

with time-limited certificates. Holders of time-limited certificates must complete all components of the ABPN CC Program 
to maintain their Board certification. ABPN requires its directors, CC committee members, and President and CEO to 

participate in CC. 

What are the CC Program requirements? 

1. Maintain a full, unrestricted medical license. 

2. Complete and attest to the following CC activities in the Portal account “Activity Requirements” 
section: 

• 90 Category 1 CME credits (includes SA CME) 

• 24 Self-Assessment (SA) CME credits 

• One Improvement in Medical Practice (PIP) Unit 

• One Patient Safety Activity (See your Physician Portal to learn if this one-time requirement applies to you.) 
3. Pay the Annual Fee ($175 for one certification) 

4. Pass a CC exam for every certification every 10 years or successfully participate in the ABCC pathway every 3-year block. 
 

Diplomates complete one set of requirements (CME, SA, PIP) each 3-year block, regardless of number of certifications held. 
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Is there flexibility for diplomates to choose what activities they can do for Self-Assessment (SA) CME, CME, 

and Improvement in Medical Practice (PIP)? 

Yes, ABPN recognizes any relevant Category 1 CME credits, and diplomates may complete any ABPN-approved SA and PIP 

activity.  View ABPN CC Activity Requirements for more information. 

Do diplomates get PIP credit for activities they already do in their own institution or professional societies? 

Yes, ABPN gives diplomates PIP credit for approved institutional QI and feedback activities, approved registry participation, 
as well as participation in the ABMS Portfolio Program. 

Does the ABPN avoid conflicts of interest by keeping out of the business of producing or selling products to 
diplomates? 

Yes, ABPN neither produces nor sells any CC products, other than its CC assessments. 

Does the ABPN work closely with professional organizations to ensure that a range of low cost or free CC 
products are available to diplomates? 

Yes, ABPN has collaborated closely with professional organizations to encourage the development of a range of CC 

products for SA, CME, and PIP. 

Do I get any credit for a fellowship? 

A three-year block of CC requirements (CME, SA, and PIP) will be waived for diplomates who graduated from an 
ACGME-accredited subspecialty fellowship training program, an ABPN-approved Triple Board, or an ABPN-approved 

Post Pediatrics Portal program in 2011 or later AND who pass the corresponding ABPN or ABMS subspecialty exam. 

Diplomates will receive a three-year block CC activity waiver for the current block they are in at the time of passing the 

subspecialty exam. Upon passing the subspecialty exam, diplomates will see the waiver reflected in their Physician 
Portal account. Diplomates are still required to pay the annual fee. 

If a diplomate believes he/she is eligible for the credit, but did not receive notice of the credit waiver, he/she should 
contact the Board via questions@abpn.com. 

Do you allow diplomates to count the CC activities for other ABMS Member Boards towards the ABPN 
CC requirements? 

Yes, ABPN gives diplomates credit for any relevant CC activity they have done for other ABMS Member Boards. 

How do I track/submit documentation of my credits if I’m in the CC Program? 

Diplomates in the CC Program must attest to completed CC activities on an annual basis in their ABPN Physician 

Portal account “Activity Requirements” section. Diplomates do not need to submit documentation to the Board 
unless they are audited.  Diplomates are not required to send any patient data to ABPN. The ABPN Audit Guidelines 
for Diplomates document lists the documentation needed in the event of an audit. 
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Annual Fees 

Instead of a single fee at the time of the CC examination or while completing article assessments, participants in the 

ABPN CC Program pay an annual fee for all active certifications in the Continuing Certification (CC) Program. 

Annual fees include development and administration of both CC assessment pathways, reporting of Board 

certification status, access to personalized Physician Portal account with customized CC tracker, ongoing 
credentialing, and verification of certification.  Diplomates will no longer be required to submit a traditional 

recertification application and payment, provided their certifications(s) remain active. 

The current annual fee is $175 and is non-refundable. Payments are made online in the Physician Portal account 
'Annual Fee' section. 

For diplomates with multiple certifications, the fees are distributed over an annual basis instead of an additional lump 
sum examination fee paid per certification at the time of each exam administration. 

CC Program* – 2023 Annual Fees 

$175 one certification 

$240 two certifications 
$310 three+ certifications  
*The CC Program began in 2012 

The current ABPN $175 CC fees are approximately 43 percent below the average of other ABMS boards. See the chart*
 

below to compare. 
 

 

*Data taken from the ABMS Member Board Fee Summary table. 

What happens if I do not pay the annual fees and/or complete the CC activities? 

Diplomates in CC need to satisfy all the CC requirements per three-year block to maintain their certification status. A 
diplomate will be reported as “Certified- Not Meeting CC Requirements” if he/she does not sign on to his/her ABPN 
Physician Portal account, pay the annual fee and attest to completed activity requirements by the end of a 3-year block. A 
diplomate may change his/her status to “Meeting CC Requirements” by completing insufficient block activities, current 

block activities, and payment of all required fees. A diplomate will be reported as “Not Certified” if he/she does not 

complete 6 years (2 blocks) of CC requirements. 
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Insufficient or partial annual fees and CC activity requirements (CME, Self-Assessment, Patient Safety Activity and PIP) 
completed prior to a lapse in certification may not be used towards future CC blocks. Those fees and activities will expire 

along with the certificate(s). 
 

Once certification lapses, a diplomate may change his/her status back to “Certified- Meeting CC Requirements” upon 
successful completion of one block of CC requirements and passing a CC examination. 

 How does a Non-Time Limited (formerly, Lifetime) certificate holder enter the CC Program? 

The ABPN understands that some physicians holding lifetime certificates may wish to complete the requirements and enter 
the CC Program. A lifetime certificate holder can participate in CC for a non-time limited certification will need to enroll in 
the traditional recertification/CC Exam pathway OR the Article-Based Continuing Certification (ABCC) pathway.  Once 

enrolled in the exam or Article-Based pathway, diplomates will be listed as “Meeting CC Requirements.”  Diplomates will 
have the next three years to pass the recertification/CC exam OR successfully complete 30 article exams for the 

certification, as well as complete the CC activity requirements and pay the annual fee for the first three-year block.  

Diplomates who choose the article pathway will need to continue to complete article exams each three-year block, in 
addition to satisfying the CC requirements. 

What happens if I am audited by the ABPN? 

The ABPN will randomly audit approximately five percent of the applications submitted for the CC examination and five 

percent of the diplomates in the CC Program each year. Diplomates who are audited will receive an email detailing the 

documentation required as evidence of completion of required CC activities (CME, Self-Assessment, Patient Safety and PIP 
activities). Diplomates with expired or invalidated ABPN certificates will be audited upon re-entry into the ABPN certification 

process. Diplomates will be notified of the audit at the beginning of the first year following completion of a three-year CC 

block. 

What happens if I fail a CC program audit? 

Diplomates who fail the CC program audit will have their certification status changed to “Certified – Not Meeting CC 

Requirements.” Diplomates will have the remaining time in their next block to provide their ABPN credentials auditor with 
the documentation to satisfy the requirements of the audit. If the requirements of the audit are met within this timeframe, 

the audit will be changed to a PASS status and the certification status will be updated to “Certified- Meeting CC 

Requirements.” If the requirements of the audit have not been met by the end of the next block (6 years), a diplomate will 
be reported as “Not Certified.” See the ABPN Diplomate Audit section of our website for more information about audits. 

Are the ABPN CC examinations practice relevant and do they have reasonable pass rates? 

Yes, ABPN CC examinations are developed by clinically active diplomates peers, are practice relevant, and have pass rates 
of about 95 percent. 

Do diplomates have more than one chance each year to take the CC examinations? 

Yes, beginning in 2016, ABPN gives diplomates two opportunities to take the CC examinations in psychiatry, child and 
adolescent psychiatry, neurology, and child neurology. 

Can diplomates with multiple certificates take all their CC examinations at the same time? 

Yes, ABPN permits diplomates with multiple certificates to take combined CC examinations at reduced fees that cover up to 
3 certificates. 
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